
Liebig Medal for Joachim Sauer

The German Chemical Society (GDCh) has
awarded the 2010 Liebig Medal to Joachim Sauer
(Humboldt University of Berlin). He received this
prestigious medal for his pioneering theoretical
work on understanding the structure of and chem-
ical reactions on zeolites.[1a,b]

Sauer is very active in quantum and computa-
tional chemistry.[1c,d] He studied chemistry at the
Humboldt University of Berlin and was awarded a
doctorate in chemistry in 1972. He continued to do
research there until 1977 when he joined the
Academy of Sciences, Central Institute of Physical
Chemistry in Berlin. Sauer held postdoctoral posi-
tions at the Heyrovský Institute (Prague) and the
University of Karlsruhe (Germany). For a brief
time (1990–1991) he was the Deputy Technical
Director (Catalysis and Sorption) for BIOSYM
Technologies, San Diego (USA). Sauer remained
an advisor for BIOSYM until 2002. In 1992, he
joined the Max Planck Society as Head of the
Quantum Chemistry Group in Berlin. Since 1993
he has been a full professor of Physical and
Theoretical Chemistry at the Humboldt University
of Berlin. Sauer is a member of the advisory board
of ChemCatChem. He is also a member of the
Leoploldina (German Academy of Sciences) and
was the 2009 winner of the Kolos Medal awarded
by the University of Warsaw and the Polish
Chemical Society.

Alfred Stock Memorial Prize for
Matthias Driess

Every two years the W�hler Society (the Inorganic
Chemistry division of the GDCh) holds a series of
lectures. This year the meeting took place in
Freiburg im Breisgau (Germany) and at the event
the Alfred Stock Memorial Prize of the GDCh was
awarded to Matthias Driess (Technical University
of Berlin). The award recognizes an outstanding
chemist for experimental research in inorganic
chemistry.

Driess studied chemistry at Heidelberg Univer-
sity and received his PhD from the same institution
in 1988. After postdoctoral work with R. West
(University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA) he
returned to Heidelberg and completed his habil-
itation in inorganic chemistry (1993) and remained
there as a lectured for a further three years. In 1996
Driess moved to the Ruhr University Bochum
before joining the Technical University of Berlin in
2004 where he holds the position of Professor of
Inorganic Chemistry. His research focuses on
organometallic chemistry related to molecular
models of heterogeneous catalysts, electron-trans-
fer complexes, the synthesis of novel functional

molecules based on heavy main group elements,
and molecular precursors for nanoscale inorganic
materials.[2] Previous honors include the Otto
Klung Prize for Chemistry in 2000.

August Wilhelm von Hofmann Medal
for C. N. R. Rao

The August Wilhelm von Hofmann Medal is one of
the most prestigious international awards in
chemistry and is presented by the German Chem-
ical Society (GDCh). This year the recipient is
C. N. R. Rao, who is honored for outstanding
individual effort to build top-class research in India.

Chintamani Nagesa Ramachandra Rao com-
pleted his PhD at Purdue University (USA) and
earned his DSc at the University of Mysore (India).
From 1959 to 1994 he was a faculty member at the
Indian Institute of Technology in Kanpur and at the
Indian Institute of Science in Bangalore, and since
1989 he has been associated with the J. Nehru
Center for Advanced Scientific Research in Ban-
galore, where he is Linus Pauling Research Pro-
fessor. His research interests center on the chemis-
try of materials. He has authored over 1000
research papers and edited or written 30 books in
materials chemistry.[3] In 2005, he received the Dan
David Prize for materials research and the first
India Science Prize. Rao is a member of the
International Advisory Board of Chemistry—An
Asian Journal.

[1] a) S. Sklenak, J. Dědeček, C. Li, B. Wichterlov�, V.
G�bov�, M. Sierka, J. Sauer, Angew. Chem. 2007, 119,
7242; Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. 2007, 46, 7286; b) C.
Tuma, T. Kerber, J. Sauer, Angew. Chem. 2010, 122,
4783; Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. 2010, 49, 4678; c) T.
Kerber, M. Sierka, J. Sauer, J. Comput. Chem. 2008,
29, 2088; d) M. Sierka, J. D�bler, J. Sauer, H.-J. Zhai,
L.-S. Wang, ChemPhysChem 2009, 10, 2410.

[2] a) C. Pr�sang, M. Stoelzel, S. Inoue, A. Meltzer, M.
Driess, Angew. Chem. 2010, DOI: 10.1002/
ange.201005903; Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. 2010, DOI:
10.1002/anie.201005903; b) Y. Xiong, S. Yao, M.
Driess, Angew. Chem. 2010, 122, 6792; Angew.
Chem. Int. Ed. 2010, 49, 6642; c) A. Company, S.
Yao, K. Ray, M. Driess, Chem. Eur. J. 2010, 16, 9669;
d) Molecular Clusters of the Main Group Elements
(Eds: M. Driess, H. N�th), Wiley-VCH, Weinheim,
2004.

[3] a) C. N. R. Rao, A. Nag, Eur. J. Inorg. Chem. 2010,
4244; b) C. N. R. Rao, A. K. Sood, K. S. Subrahma-
nyam, A. Govindaraj, Angew. Chem. 2009, 121, 7890;
Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. 2010, 48, 7752; c) C. N. R. Rao,
A. Govindaraj, Adv. Mater. 2009, 21, 4208; d) The
Chemistry of Nanomaterials (Eds: C. N. R. Rao, A.
M�ller, A. K. Cheetham), Wiley-VCH, Weinheim,
2004.

DOI: 10.1002/anie.201005679

J. Sauer
(Photo: van Ryck-
agency (Vincent
Leifer))

M. Driess

C. N. R. Rao

Angewandte
Chemie

Awarded …

News

9037Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. 2010, 49, 9037 � 2010 Wiley-VCH Verlag GmbH & Co. KGaA, Weinheim

http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/anie.200702628
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/ange.200907015
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/ange.200907015
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/anie.200907015
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/jcc.21069
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/jcc.21069
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/cphc.200900460
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/ange.201002970
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/anie.201002970
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/anie.201002970
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/chem.201001138
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/ejic.201000408
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/ejic.201000408
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/ange.200901678
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/adma.200803720

